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The Code of Practice for Conducting Master on ships of Gross
Tonnage (GT<500) engaged on Near Coastal

Introduction

Ports and Maritime organization (P.M.O) of the Islamic republic of Iran in performing
its duty and in exercising its prerogative resulting from article 192 of the Islamic
republic of lran maritime code, 1964 and paragraph 10 of article 3 of P.M.O
manifesto, 1970 enabling it to issue any document, certificate or license for ships,
masters, officers and other ship personnel and also in accordance with the provisions
of the international convention on standards of training, certification and watch
keeping for seafarers (STCW), 1978, as amended adopted by the Islamic consultative
assembly in 1996 and taking into account regulations 1/11 , paragraph 4 of the
mentioned Convention, develops this "code of practice for conducing Master on
ships of Gross Tonnage GT<500 engaged on Near Coastal voyages upgrading training
course” which is applicable after endorsement by the board of executives of Ports &
Maritime Organization.

NOTE: The title of Ports and Shipping Organization changed to Ports and Maritime
Organization dated 29.04.2008 through parliamentary act and approved by Islamic
council assembly.
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The Code of Practice for Conducting Master on ships of Gross
Tonnage (GT<500) engaged on Near Coastal

1-Objective

The objective of this code of practice is to specify the minimum requirements for conducing Master on
ships of Gross Tonnage GT<500 engaged on Near Coastal voyages upgrading training course.

2-Scope of application

This code of practice is applicable to all approved training centers that conduct Master on ships of
Gross Tonnage GT<500 engaged on Near Coastal voyages upgrading training course.

3-Definition

For the purpose of this code of Practice, unless expressly provided otherwise:

3-1 Central Monitoring Office
Central monitoring office which is responsible for approving and monitoring training courses is the
Seafarer's standard directorate of the PMO.

3-2 Certificate of Competency (COC)

Means a certificate issued and endorsed for masters, officers and GMDSS radio operators in
accordance with the provisions of chapters Il, Ill, IV or VIl of the STCW Convention and entitling the
lawful holder thereof to serve in the capacity and perform the functions involved at the level of
responsibility specified therein.

3-3 Code of Practice

Means all national rules, regulations and requirements specified in this document which have been
drafted by the PMQ's General Directorate of Maritime affairs and endorsed by the PMO's board of
executive

3-4 Company

Means the owner of the ship or any other organization or person such as the manager, or the
bareboat charterer, who has assumed the responsibility for operation of the ship from the ship
owner and who, on assuming such responsibility, has agreed to take over all the duties and
responsibilities imposed on the company by these Codes of practices.

3-5 Convention
Means international convention on standards of training, certification and watch keeping for
Seafarers, 1978, as amended.

3-6 Course Completion Certificate or Documentary Evidence
Means a certificate issued through the training center, after successfully completion of training
program by the applicants

3-7 Gross Tonnage
Means the volume of all enclosed spaces of a vessel calculated in accordance with relevant
regulations.
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3-8 ISPS Code

Means the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code adopted on 12 December 2002, by
resolution 2 of the Conference of Contracting Governments to the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as may be amended by the Organization.

3-9 Management Level

Means the level of responsibility associated with serving as master, chief mate, chief engineer officer
and second engineer officer on board a seagoing ship, and also ensuring that all functions within
the designated area of responsibility are properly performed.

3-10 Master
Means the person having command of a ship

3-11 Medical Fitness Certificate
Means a certificate issued by the PMO's recognized medical practitioner to the candidates who found
to be medically fit.

3-12 Merchant Ship
Means any ship {other than servicing vessel, mobile offshore platform, fishing and naval ships} used
for carriage of cargoes, passenger and/or provisions

3-13 Minimum Safe Manning Certificate
Means a certificate in which the minimum safe manning of a vessel being determined by shipping
companies & approved by PMO.

3-14 Month
Means a calendar month or 30 days made up of periods of less than one month.

3-15 Near-Coastal Voyages (NCV)
Means voyages between ports situated in the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman (positions from LAT 22 0
32'N059048'Eto 25004' N0610 22' E ) or between Caspian Sea ports.

3-16 PMO
Means Ports & Maritime Organization (PMO) of the Islamic Republic of Iran

3-17 Regulations
Means regulations contained in the annex to the STCW Convention

3-18 Seagoing service
Means service on board a ship relevant to the issue or revalidation of a certificate or other
qualification.

3-19 Seagoing Service / Documentary Evidence

Means approved sea going service required to be presented for participating in a training course,
maritime examination and issuance of certificate. These documentary evidence should be inserted
%, in CDC and authenticated by company or ship owner or ship owner's associations and in addition
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be presentable in a form of computer sheet, official letter or other forms as defined in the annex to
this code of practice.

3-20 Seagoing Ship
Means a ship other than those which navigate exclusively in inland waters or in waters Within, or
closely adjacent to, sheltered waters or areas where port regulations apply.

3-21 STCW Code
Means the seafarers' training, certification and watch keeping {STCW ) code as adopted by the 1995
conference resolution 2,as it may be amended by the international maritime organization.

3-22 Training center
Means maritime university/center/ directorate/ department/company and/or any organization
conducting maritime training course approved by PMO

3-23 Unlimited Voyages
Means voyages not limited to the near coastal voyages.

4 Responsibilities:
4-1 Central monitoring office is responsible for revising this code of practice.

4-2 General Director of Seafarers’ Affairs is responsible for approving amendments to this code of
practice.

4-3 Deputy of maritime affairs is responsible to endorse amendments to this code of practice on
behalf of PMO's board of executive.

4-4 Training centers are to conduct training course in accordance with this Code of practice.

4-5 Central monitoring cffice is responsible for supervising the implementation of this code of practice
in training centers.

5 Procedure:

5-1 course objective

The objective of this training course is to upgrade the competencies of trainees to those set out in
paragraph 5-6-2 of the "code of practice for conducting Master on Ships of Gross Tonnage
GT<500 engaged on Near Coastal Voyages training course and competency assessments".

5-2 course duration |
5-2-1 A minimum of 13 hours theoretical and 2 hours practical for each trainee (total of 15 hours).

5-2-2 Maximum daily contact hours for each trainee are 8 hours. |

5-3 number of trainees
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5-3-2 the number of trainees may be increased to 30 when the relevant facilities, teaching aids and
class-room space are increased as per criteria set out in the code of practice for approving and
monitoring training courses and is approved by the relevant monitoring office.

5-4 Course entry requirement:
The course trainees should, at least;

5-4-1 hold valid medical fitness certificate issued by a medical practitioner recognized by the PMO;
and;

5-4-2 hold certificate of competency as Master on Ships of Gross Tonnage GT<500 engaged on
Near Coastal Voyages or course completion certificate of mentioned capacity.

5-5 Expected Knowledge, Understanding and Proficiency:
5-5-1 Knowledge of collision avoidance rule and maintaining a safe navigational watch;

5-5-2 Proficiency in maintaining safety of navigation;

5-5-3 Proficiency in compliance with legislative requirements and maintaining safety and security
of crew and passengers;

5-5-4 Knowledge of ship's and cargo documents and carriage of dangerous goods;
5-5-5 Proficiency in monitoring and controlling compliance with legisiation to ensure;

e Safety of life at sea
¢ Protection of the marine environment

5-6 Course minimum syllabi:

5-6-1 Mandatory minimum syllabi requirements for upgrading Master on Ships of Gross
Tonnage GT<500 engaged on Near Coastal Voyages

1. Reporting in accordance with the general principles for ship reporting systems and with VTS
Procedures 1hrs (T) + Ohrs {P} + Ohrs (E).

Familiarity with;
- Reporting in accordance with general principles for ship reporting systems and with VTS procedures.
- The general principles for reporting as per VTS procedures.
- The reporting requirements for particular reporting and VTS systems.
- Make reports in accordance with published procedures and criteria.

2. Knowledge of the contents of International Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue
{IAMSAR) Manual. 1hrs {T} + Chrs (P} + Ohrs (E).

Familiarity with;
- Responsibilities of an SAR organization, coordinator of a SAR, co-ordination of RCC/OSC/CRS and role
of CRS in a SAR operation, purpose of IAMSAR, SAR resources.
Emergency radioc communications system and procedures, recording, reporting, abbreviations, look
ut procedure, surface rescue equipment and methods, method of assisting an aircraft to ditch,




Doc No 1 P6-W127/1

Page: 8 of 13 Voyages Upgrading Training Course

The Code of Practice for Conducting Master on ships of Gross
Tonnage (GT<500) engaged on Near Coastal

reception and interrogation of survivors / air droppable equipment/ set and drift as applied on SAR
operation/ use of navigational aids in SAR operations, establishing search areas, search
strategy/search patterns.

Navigational procedures involved with search and rescue, navigational procedures when working with
helicopter, navigational procedures including optimum course and speed for two ships to rendezvous
for any purpose.

3. Responsibilities under the Relevant Requirements of the International Convention on Load

Lines applicable to ships of less than 500 GT 1hrs (T) + Ohrs [P) + Ohrs ().

Familiarity with;
The general requirements of the Conditions of Assignment to be met before any vessel can be
assigned a loadline.
The factors that determine the freeboards assigned to a vessel.
The requirements and coverage of initial, renewal and annual surveys.
The contents of the record of particulars which should be supplied to the ship.
The documentation and records that must be maintained on the ship in terms of

» certificates

®  record of particulars

* record of freeboards

* information relating to the stability and loading of the ship
The preparation required for renewal and annual loadline surveys.
The circumstances in which an International Load Line Certificate {1966) would be cancelled by the
Administration.
That a ship to which the Convention applies must comply with the requirements for that ship.
That after any survey has been completed no change should be made in the structure, equipment or
other matters covered by the survey without the sanction of the Administration.
That, after repairs or alterations, a ship should comply with at least the requirements previously
applicable and that, after major repairs or alterations, ships should comply with the requirements for
a new ship in so far as the Administration deems reasonable and practicable.
That the appropriate load lines on the sides of the ship corresponding to the season and to the zone
or area in which the ship may be must not be submerged at any time when the ship puts to sea,
during the voyage or on arrival,
That when a ship is in fresh water of unit density the appropriate load line may be submerged by the
amount of the fresh water allowance shown on the International Load Line Certificate (1966).
That when a ship departs from port situated on a river or inland waters, deeper loading is permitted
corresponding to the weight of fuel and all other materials required for consumption between the
point of departure and the sea.

4. The International Safety Management (ISM} and ISPS {International Ship and Port facility

Security) Code. 1hrs (T) + Ohrs (P} + Ohrs (E).

Familiarity with;

Safety Management System in compliance with ISM {International Safety Management} and
ISPS(International Ship and Port facility Security) Code.
That the details of the ship's system may be found in the ship's Safety Management Manual.
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5. Maritime Labour Convention (MLC 2006) 1hrs {T) + Ohrs {P) + Ohrs (E}.

Familiarity with;

- That the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 is an important new international labour Convention that
was adopted by the International Labour Conference of the International Labour Organization (ILO),
under article 19 of its Constitution at a maritime session in February 2006 in Geneva, Switzerland.

- That it sets out seafarers’ rights to decent conditions of work and helps to create conditions of fair
competition for shipowners.

- That the MLC, 2006, complementing other major international conventions, reflects international
agreement on the minimum requirements for working and living conditions for seafarers.

- That the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 has two primary purposes:

= to bring the system of protection contained in existing labour standards closer to the workers
concerned, in a form consistent with the rapidly developing, globalized sector {ensuring
“decent work”);

= to improve the applicability of the system so that shipowners and governments interested in
providing decent conditions of work do not have to bear an unequal burden in ensuring
protection (“level playing field” fair competition)

- That the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 has been designed to become a global legal instrument
that, will be the “fourth pillar” of the international regulatory regime for quality shipping,
complementing the key Conventions of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) such as the
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended (SOLAS), the International
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping, 1978, as amended (STCW) and
the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 73/78 (MARPOL).

- That the Maritime Labour Certificate would be issued by the flag State to a ship that flies its flag, once
the State (or a recognized organization that has been authorized to carry out the inspections), has
verified that the labour conditions on the ship comply with national laws and regulations
implementing the Convention.

- That the declaration of maritime labour compliance is attached to the certificate and summarizes the
national laws or regulations implementing an agreed-upon list of 14 areas of the maritime standards
and setting out the shipowner’s or operator's plan for ensuring that the national requirements
implementing the Convention will be maintained on the ship between inspections.

6. Port and Flag State Control 1hrs (T} + Ohrs (P} + Ohrs {E).
Familiarity with;

- That “Port State control” is the inspection of foreign ships present in a nation’s ports for the purpose
of verifying that the condition of the ships and their equipment comply with the provisions of
international conventions and codes, and that the ships are manned and operated in compliance with
those provisions.

- That the primary responsibility for maintaining ships’ standards rests with their flag States, as well as
their owners and masters. However, many flag States do not, for various reasons, fulfill their
obligations under international maritime conventions, and port State control provides a useful “safety
net” to catch substandard ships.

7. International Convention for Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, And Protocol of 1978
Relating there To (MARPOL 73/78) recent amendments in last five years for ships below 500 GT
including annexes. 1hrs (T) + Ohrs (P} + Ohrs {E).

Familiarity with;

- The inspections which may be made by port State authorities and actions which they may take.
The provisicns for the detection of violations and enforcement of the Convention.
For the purpose of MARPOL 73/78:
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»  harmful substance

» discharge
=  ship
® incident
- That reports on incidents involving harmful substances must be made without delay.
- Followings;
* Annex |- Qil
= Annex Il - Noxious Liguid Substances In
* Annex Il -~ Harmful Substances Carried By Sea In Packaged Forms, Or In Freight

Containers, Portable Tanks or Road and Rail Tank Wagons
= Annex IV - Sewage
*  Annex V- Garbage
* Annex VI- Air Pollution

8. International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 as amended {SOLAS) —
recent amendments in last five years for ships below 500 GT, General Provisions 1hrs {T) + Ohrs (P} + Obrs (E).
Familiarity with;

followings:
" passenger
= passenger ship
= cargo ship
= tanker
" age of a ship
- Who may carry out surveys for the enforcement of the provisions of SOLAS.
- The period of validity of each of the certificates.
- The circumstances in which certificates cease to be valid.
- That all certificates or certified copies of them should be posted up in a prominent and accessible
place in the ship.
- That certificates issued under the authority of a contracting Government should be accepted by other
contracting Governments,
- followings:
= SOLAS - Subdivision and Stability, Machinery and Electrical !nstallation.
* SOLAS - Fire Protection, Fire Detection and Fire Extinction.
" SOLAS - Life-Saving Appliances and Arrangements.
* SOLAS-Radio communications (amended chapter V).
= SOLAS — Chapter V- Safety of Navigation
= SOLAS - Carriage of Grain.
= SOLAS - Carriage of Dangerous Goods.

9. International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watch keeping for
Seafarers, 1995 (STCW) including 2010 Manila amendment 1hrs (T} + Ohrs (P) + Ohrs (E}.
Familiarity with;

- The general obligations under the Convention including 2010 Manila amendment.
- Followings, for the purpose of the Convention:

» Certificate of Competency

s Certificate of Proficiency

®  certificated

» seagoing ship

* Radio Regulations
;;}The application of the Convention.
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10. International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969  o.5brs (T} + Ohrs (P} + Ohrs [E).
Familiarity with;

Followings, for the purpaoses of the Convention:

international voyage
gross tonnage

net tonnage

new ship

existing ship

The applications of the Convention to new and existing ships.

11. Smuggling, piracy and territorial waters. 1hrs (T} + Ohrs (P} + Ohws (E}.
Familiarity with;

- Smuggling and its origin.

- Varieties of smuggling.

- Effects of smuggling on national security and investments.

- National rules and regulations on smuggling.

- Methods of communications with coast guard and reporting.

- Marine piracy.

- Preventive measures to reduce effect of piracy.

- Rules and regulation on territorial waters, other states water, territory of oil rigs, and penalties due to
non observance.

12. Personal Safety and Social Responsibility (PSSR} Course o0.5hrs (1) + ohrs (P) + Ohrs (E).
Familtarity with;

Pollution
Communication
Fatigue

13. Personal Survival Techniques (PST) 1hrs {T) + 1hrs [P} + Ohrs (E).
Ability in;

Survive at sea in the event of ship abandonment:

don and use an immersion suit

safely jump from a height into the water (while wearing a lifejacket)
right an inverted liferaft while wearing a lifejacket

swim while wearing a lifejacket

keep afloat without a lifejacket

Use locating devices, including communication and signaling apparatus and pyrotechnics:

use signalling equipment, including pyrotechnics

14. Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting {(FPFF) 1hrs (T} + 1hes (P) + Ohrs (E).
Ability in;

- Fight and extinguish fires:

use various types of portable fire extinguisher

extinguish smaller fires, e.g., electrical fires, oil fires, propane fires
extinguish extensive fires with water, using jet and spray nozzles
extinguish fires with foam, powder or any other suitable chemical agent
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» enter and pass through, with lifeline but without breathing apparatus, a compartment into
which high-expansion foam has been injected

= fight fire in smoke-filled enclosed spaces wearing self-contained breathing apparatus

= extinguish fire with water or any other suitable fire-fighting agent in an accommodation room
or simulated engine-room with fire and heavy smoke

® extinguish oil fire with fog applicator and spray nozzles, dry chemical powder or foam
applicators

= effect a rescue in a smoke-filled space wearing breathing apparatus

5-7 facilities and equipment required for conducting the course:
Apart from those facilities, equipments and or requirements mentioned in Code of practice for
approval and monitoring of maritime training courses followings have to be provided:

5-7-1 Classroom with air conditioning facilities, sufficient lighting and other facilities, suitable for
delivering theoretical subjects(such as: white board, computer, multimedia projector and its
curtain)

5-7-2 iibrary with related technical books and references

5-7-3 relevant educational and training films

5-8 Lecturers and instructors minimum qualifications
5-8-1 Lecturers and instructors shall have completed a course in instructional technigues (TFT) and
familiarization training on 2010 Manila amendment in one of the training centers approved by
the PMO, and:

5-8-1-1 for lecturing in theoretical subjects should;

5-8-1-1-1'Possess valid Second Officer certificate of competency for ships of GT2500 engaged
on unlimited voyages as well as having 6 months of seagoing service in that rank and 24
months of teaching experience in maritime institute; or

5-8-1-1-2 Possess valid Master certificate of competency for ships of 500<GT<3000 engaged
on Near Coastal voyages as well as having 12 months of seagoing service in that rank and
nautical higher diploma and 12 months of teaching experience in maritime institute; or

5-8-1-1-3 Possess B.Sc degree in maritime science as well as having 12 months of seagoing
service and 24 months of teaching experience in maritime institute.

5-8-1-2 for delivering practical training should;

5-8-1-2-1 In this training course, Lecturers can deliver practical training as well,
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5-9 Assessment and Certification
5-9-1 upon successful completion of the examination which is carried out during and at the end of
the course, the trainee will be awarded relevant course completion certificate issued by the
approved training center; and

5-9-2 subsequently, in accordance with provisions of the "Codes of practices for issuing,
revalidation and renewing certificates for seafarers" and upon fulfill other relevant certification
requirements, a certificate of competency will be issued by the Seafarers' Examination and
Documents Directorate of the PMO.

5-10 revalidation/renewal of certificates
5-10-1 CoPs and CoCs will be revalidated and renewed in accordance with provisions of the Codes
of practices for issuing, revalidation and renewing certificates for seafarers.

5-11 course approval
5-11-1 It will be carried out as per code of practice for approval and monitoring of maritime
training courses.

6-Records

6-1 All records which present the implementation of the content of this code of practice.
7- References

7-1 Codes of practices for issuing, revalidation and renewing certificates for seafarers.

7-2 The Code of Practice for Conducting Master on ships of Gross Tonnage (GT<500) engaged on Near
Coastal Voyages Training Course and Competency Assessments (P6-W125); and

7-3 Code of practice for approval and monitoring of maritime training courses.

8- Appendixes

Nil




